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Regression Models

The Newey-West method is used for each regression model. 
This is based on Borjas’ economic case study on the
relationship between immigration and Gross State Product
(GSP) growth (Borjas 2019). 

Though Borjas used OLS, I used the Newey-West
method to correct serial correlation within my model. 

Recession and time are also included in this model to
minimize the potential cost of error. 
The foreign-born labor force variables are logged to
evaluate a percentage change. 

Scholars like Gullo et. al discovered foreign-born workers to
be significant contributors to US labor force growth, labor
market efficiency, and more (Gullo et. al 2020). 

Since 1996, immigration-related policy has been more
prevalent in the executive branch than the legislative
(Orrenius & Zavodny 2012). 

Executive orders are regulatory guidelines issued by the US
President in office. Trump has signed eight immigration-
related executive orders within the first month of his second
term (Federal Register). 

As there is a lack of existing literature on the relationship
between executive orders and the foreign-born labor force,
this research attempts to bridge the gap. 

Hypothesis: In the short run, the results of executive orders
involving the foreign-born labor force differ depending on the

prevailing party of the US president. 
 

The earliest foreign-born labor force variables were
recorded in 2007 based on FRED. 
There is no categorization of executive orders within the
Federal Register, so executive orders are based on
interpretation. 
A significant portion of the sample set is within a
recession period. 

Due to these limitations, I believe future research should
analyze this relationship in the long run to depict a more

accurate relationship. 

When the unemployment level increases by 1%, real GDP
per capita (RGDPPC) decreases by 2.35%, holding all
other things constant. 

There is a significant relationship between
unemployment and RGDPPC. 

Recognizing times of recession, party affiliation has no
impact on RGDPPC with respect to the foreign-born
labor force.
 Positive executive orders are significant and do impact
the economy in the short run, specifically RGDPPC.
Negative executive orders are insignificant and do not
impact the economy in the short run. 
Trump’s negative executive orders have a negative but
insignificant impact on the RGDPPC with respect to the
foreign-born labor market in the short run. 

 
In the short run, there is a statistically significant relationship
between positive executive orders and the foriegn-born labor
force market, as reflected in real GDP per capita in the short

run, regardless of party affiliation. 

With the time frame spanning from 2007 to 2025 Q2, all variables'
data are collected from a US government agency. 

Real Gross Domestic Product per Capita (RGDPPC), the
dependent variable of this study: US Bureau of Economic
Analysis

FY 2025 Q2: 4.84% 
Foreign-born unemployment level: US Bureau of Labor
Statistics

Current Population Survey (CPS) 
including documented and undocumented
immigrants.

President affiliation: US Office of History, Art, and Archives 
1 = Republican Party
0 = Democratic Party 

H-1B visa approvals: US Citizenship and Immigration
Services & US Department of Labor 

These visas do not grant US citizenship, as they are
temporary. 
H-1B visas represent the trend of high-skilled immigration
in the US economy. 

 Executive orders: Office of the Federal Register 
Including only executive orders that involve immigration.

 
This time series dataset has 74 observations within the sample size. 
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